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TED O’SULLIVAN 
Statement 

HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [9.45 pm]: Tonight I am rising to pay tribute to one of life’s 
gentlemen and, on behalf of his family and colleagues, to mourn his passing. Edward, better known as Ted, 
O’Sullivan was born on 8 March 1926 and passed away on 27 December 2013 at Hollywood Private Hospital 
following a stroke and a bout of pneumonia. 

I first met Ted in 2006 when I was working with my good friend and federal colleague Hon Michael Keenan, the 
member for Stirling. Ted was the secretary for the Osborne Park RSL sub-branch and Michael’s office used to 
provide community secretarial and photocopying services to the group. Ted would bring in the various pieces of 
correspondence, photocopying and newsletters, and while someone was doing that work for him, Ted and I 
would sit down and talk about all manner of things. 

Ted was very active in a number of organisations, which I will talk about later. He was always trying to come up 
with better ways to promote the causes and organisations that he was involved with. During one of our meetings 
Ted told me about a program he had been formulating on behalf of the Osborne Park RSL to encourage more 
primary school students to become actively engaged in the RSL and to keep alive the Anzac spirit. The program 
involved bringing these school groups throughout the year to the Osborne Park RSL hall, a hall that has been in 
the electorate of North Metropolitan Region since 1930. I encourage members who may not have been in that 
area to look at the Osborne Park hall; it is a living embodiment of all the wonderful things we cherish about our 
Anzacs. Ted would bring the children there to view the wonderful display of memorabilia that has been 
meticulously numbered and catalogued, and talk to them about the pictorial history of the numerous theatres of 
wars our brave Anzacs participated in. After the tour, the RSL would provide the children with a very healthy 
burger cooked by the members, and a fruit salad for their lunch. They were getting a great lesson in not only 
history but also good nutrition. The kids had to also complete a quiz based on the memorabilia at the RSL. As I 
said, these events took place during the year, leading up to Anzac Day and those schools that had participated in 
the program during the year would be invited to participate in their Anzac dawn service held at the Osborne Park 
RSL, which I have been involved with for a number of years. The children would take part in a short march that 
goes up part of Main Street. I think my colleague on the other side Hon Ken Travers has also participated in that 
dawn parade on one or two occasions; certainly Hon Ed Dermer was a great supporter of that. Together we have 
joined in the small march there and the children would lay a wreath on behalf of their school and recite a poem 
or read a piece they had written about Anzac Day. 

Ted firmly believed our children would be the ones who carried on our Anzac message for generations to come 
and that if we could make that experience real for them, they would do more to engender that spirit. Ted always 
made sure that the children were fed first at the gunfire breakfast that was held afterwards. .I know that Michael 
Keenan was delighted to be able to secure partial funding for Ted’s school program through the Department of 
Veterans’ Affairs grants program once that was introduced. 

Ted was the sort of person who was very easy to help and very hard to say no to whenever he asked. He had a 
strength of purpose and a steely resolve coated in good manners and a very quick wit. 

Ted’s early years were spent in Northam. He worked first for Elders, then at 18 joined the Royal Australian Air 
Force as a mechanic and served his country during World War II. After World War II Ted left the Air Force and 
joined the Postmaster General, which is now known as Telstra, as a linesman. He worked in Geraldton, where he 
met and married the love of his life, Elaine. It is not appropriate to speak about Ted without also speaking about 
Elaine. Theirs was a true, enduring and loving relationship, and it was unfortunate that Elaine predeceased Ted 
by only three weeks. I think that even though Ted was gravely ill at the time of Elaine’s passing, his own demise 
was, according to all those who knew him well, no doubt hastened when he learnt that his one true love had 
passed over before him. I do not think that Ted could bear to be without her and that he may ultimately have died 
of a broken heart.  

Ted, Elaine and their two children, Rena and Wayne, moved from Geraldton to Dianella in 1964 whilst Ted was 
still working for Telecom. He was there until his retirement in 1985. Rena tells me that he worked with the north 
west engineering division and that he used to travel extensively throughout the north west of the state. He called 
himself one of the early fly in, fly out workers, but of course he was driving all the time! 

During his working years, Ted also volunteered with the St John Ambulance service as a volunteer ambulance 
driver. He was also very involved in the training of cadets. He soon became the divisional superintendent of the 
Osborne Park brigade of St John and was ultimately awarded the Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of St 
John of Jerusalem in recognition of the good work carried out by him over a number of years. Once Ted turned 
60 he had to retire from his volunteer duties with St John, so he turned his great capacity for community 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Tuesday, 25 February 2014] 

 p533b-534a 
Hon Liz Behjat 

 [2] 

service—an ethos that was ingrained in him particularly by his mother, who was a stalwart of the Anglican 
Church—to the Men of the Trees organisation. He was very happy in that organisation, working with young 
children and travelling all over the metropolitan area planting trees. Life for Ted was all about community and 
giving back wherever he could. He was always supported by Elaine in all the endeavours he undertook during 
their married life. 

In preparing for tonight’s contribution I spoke with Steve Ibbotson, current president of the Osborne Park RSL. I 
thank Steve for filling in some of the pieces of the story that I was not fully aware of. Ted not only ran the Anzac 
Day service for 10 years and served seven years as secretary but also organised and coordinated the Poppy 
Appeal collection teams for 10 years. He was an integral part of the close-knit team at the RSL. He will be sorely 
missed for not just his capacity to volunteer wherever and whenever he was needed, but also his sense of humour 
and outstanding service. 

To Ted and Elaine’s surviving family—children Rena and Wayne; son-in-law Neville; grandchildren Caley and 
Brynn; and his other family members, Catrina, Emily and James—I say that it is always a sad time in our lives 
when those we love leave us at the end of their days, but be glad in the knowledge that the good work and 
service they carried out for their community will long survive them and that they will always be remembered and 
spoken of fondly, especially by those who had the good fortune to know them.  

Rest peacefully, Ted and Elaine. Lest we forget. 
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